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84 BSF personnel hospitalised in Manipur
over suspected food poisoning
IMPHAL : At least 84 Border
Security Force (BSF) personnel
deployed in Manipur were hos-
pitalised on Thursday following
suspected food poisoning after
eating breakfast, officials said.  

The personnel, who arrived
in Manipur from outside the
state on Wednesday, were stay-
ing at a construction site in
Lamshang in Imphal West dis-
trict. 

They reportedly fell ill after
consuming puri and aloo sabzi
for breakfast around 8.30 a.m.,
and were subsequently taken to
the government Regional
Institute of Medical Sciences
(RIMS) for treatment, a hospital
official said. 

The official said the person-

nel received immediate medical
treatment in the emergency
department and their condition
was stable. 

A senior doctor of the RIMS
told the media that there were
no signs of deterioration in their

health and that tests were being
conducted to determine the
cause of the suspected food poi-
soning. 

Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand Singh and
Home Minister Konthoujam

Govindas Singh expressed con-
cern over the incident. 

In a social media post, the
Chief Minister said the well-
being of security personnel
remained a priority and wished
the affected jawans a speedy
and complete recovery. He also
urged the authorities concerned
to ensure that they received the
best possible medical care. 

"The well-being of our secu-
rity personnel remains a priori-
ty. I wish all the affected jawans
a speedy and complete recovery.
The concerned authorities are
urged to ensure that they
receive the best possible med-
ical care. My thoughts and
prayers are with them during
this time," Khemchand Singh

said. 
Manipur Home Minister,

after visiting the RIMS, said on
social media that the BSF per-
sonnel had arrived from
Chhattisgarh on Wednesday and
were staying at a camp at
Taothong Lamkhai in Imphal
West.  

"Wishing every affected
jawan a speedy and complete
recovery," the Minister said in
his post.  BSF personnel, along
with those of various other
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) and the Army, have been
deployed across Manipur to
assist in maintaining law and
order in the state, which has
been affected by ethnic violence
since May 2023. 

NEW DELHI : Left-affiliated stu-
dents' union leader Neha Bora's
recent reference to the 2024
youth protest in Bangladesh in
context of the ongoing agitation
in India is nothing beyond a
sweeping statement born out of
political compulsion and a com-
munication to seek emotive
responses.  Treating the two sep-
arate incidents as equivalent
oversimplifies important political,
institutional, and legal differ-
ences where the nature of the
protests and the authorities'
responses differ significantly.

One of the most important dis-
tinctions lies in the scale and
political consequences of the
protests. The 2024 protests in
Bangladesh began as a student
movement against the quota sys-
tem in government jobs but rap-
idly evolved into a broader anti-
government uprising.

Though the aim may be simi-
lar for certain political activists,
authorities have acted with
restraint in case of peaceful ral-

lies, as was evident when tens of
thousands on Monday came on
Delhi streets with Opposition
leaders on their way to the
Supreme Court to initiate a judi-
cial process.

In India, the right to peaceful
assembly is constitutionally pro-
tected, although it is subject to
reasonable restrictions related to
public order.

The action of security forces
has largely been prohibitory and
precautionary against possible
escalation.

In Bangladesh, the 2024 wide-
spread protests were marked
with violence, arson, loot and was
met with strong retaliatory exer-
cise where domestic monitoring
reported 819 deaths, while a
later United Nations assessment
estimated the number at 1,400.
There also were reports of com-
munal frenzy and religious perse-
cution resulting in several horrif-
ic deaths. In India, recent move-
ments such as protests after the
Citizenship Amendment Act

(CAA) was enacted by the Centre
in December 2019, the 2020-
2021 farmers' movement against
proposed agriculture laws,
among others, or various state-
level protests have placed pres-
sure on Union, state, or Union
Territory governments, but they
have not resulted in the collapse
of the system.

Institutional channels such as
Legislatures, Judiciary, and inde-
pendent commissions continue to
function alongside public dissent.
The Judiciary has been hearing
cases involving rights of protest-
ers, police actions, and restric-
tions imposed by authorities;
while public debates about con-
duct and retaliatory exercises
take place, apart from courts, in
Legislatures, and other platforms
like the media.

Such processes are happening
now as well.

A third distinction lies in the
intensity of the force used by
state authorities against demon-
strators.

India handles dissent within 
constitutional framework characterised
by functioning democratic institutions

Building collapses in Varanasi due to

firecracker explosion, two rescued
VARANASI : A massive explosion triggered the collapse of a
two-storey building in Uttar Pradesh's Varanasi on Thursday,
leaving two people injured and a woman trapped under the
debris, officials said. The incident took place in the
Paigambarpur area under the Sarnath police station area of
Varanasi. According to preliminary information, an illegal fire-
cracker manufacturing unit was operating inside the house. The
explosion is suspected to have occurred due to highly inflamma-
ble materials on the premises. Two people were injured in the
incident and have been taken to hospital for treatment, while
efforts are underway to rescue a woman trapped under the rub-
ble. Speaking to IANS, DCP Rajesh Pandey said: "Information
was received at 5 p.m. that a two-storey building had collapsed.
Upon reaching the spot, we found firecrackers scattered around
the place, so it is being considered that the incident took place
due to the explosion of firecrackers." He said that according to
locals, a woman is trapped under the debris and a rescue oper-
ation is currently underway to pull her out. Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has directed officials to reach the site
immediately and expedite relief operations, NDTV reported.
Further, CM Adityanath has instructed officials to ensure prop-
er medical treatment for those injured. The officials have also
been directed to contact the families of the injured and provide
them with all possible assistance. 

India calls on CICA member states to unite
against cross-border terrorism
BAKU : India on Thursday emphasised once again its vision of 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' for peace and cooperation while calling upon all member states of the
Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) to unite
against cross-border terrorism at the grouping's summit in Azerbaijan. 

PIYUSH GOYAL
LAUNCHES NATIONAL
STRATEGIC TRADE
COMMAND CENTRE TO
BOOST DATA-DRIVEN
MONITORING
NEW DELHI : Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on Thursday
launched the National Strategic Trade
Command Centre (NSTCC) at Vanijya
Bhawan here, aimed at strengthening
the monitoring, analysis and gover-
nance of India's international trade
ecosystem through integrated data ana-
lytics and evidence-based decision-
making. 

The Command Centre has been con-
ceptualised to provide senior policy-
makers and government officials with a
consolidated view of India's trade per-
formance, export promotion schemes,
regulatory approvals, application pro-
cessing, and operational indicators.

By bringing together information
from multiple trade-related systems,
the NSTCC seeks to facilitate timely
identification of emerging trends, oper-
ational bottlenecks and areas requiring
policy or administrative intervention,
according to an official statement.

In his remarks on the occasion,
Goyal lauded the NSTCC for enabling
data-driven, evidence-based trade deci-
sions. While reviewing the SCOMET
(Special Chemicals, Organisms,
Materials, Equipment and
Technologies) dashboard, in particular,
he called for regular meetings of the
Inter-Ministerial Committee, weekly if
required, to clear the backlog of pend-
ing applications and ensure that all
applications are cleared expeditiously.

At the core of the NSTCC is an inte-
grated analytics and visualisation plat-
form developed to transform trade-
related data into actionable insights.
The NSTCC provides interactive dash-
boards covering key trade indicators,
scheme performance, application pen-
dency, processing timelines, regional
trends and compliance-related parame-
ters. The platform enables users to
analyse information across multiple
levels, including national trade per-
formance, regional authorities,
schemes, products, destination markets
and individual applications, subject to
role-based access permissions.

In its initial phase, the Command
Centre brings together dashboards cov-
ering key DGFT functions and trade-
related domains, including importer-
exporter code (IEC), advance authorisa-
tion, export promotion capital goods
(EPCG).


